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THE MUSEUM OF LATIN AMERICAN ART ANNOUNCES 2018 GALA  
HONORING OPERA ICON PLÁCIDO DOMINGO WITH FIRST LEGADO AWARD  

 
LONG BEACH, CA; September 28, 2018 – The Museum of Latin American Art (MOLAA) announces the 
date and honoree of its annual fundraising Gala. On Friday, October 5, museum sponsors, art collectors,  
artists and notables will gather at MOLAA to raise funds for the nonprofit museum and honor Legendary 
Opera Icon Plácido Domingo. Maestro Domingo will receive the inaugural LEGADO: A Legacy for the Arts 
Award, for making a significant and lasting contribution to the world through his passionate dedication 
to inspiring, training and promoting a new generation of exceptionally talented artists.  
 
“MOLAA is honored to recognize the invaluable and generous contributions Maestro Plácido Domingo 
has made for many years to mentor and promote emerging classical singers in the United States, Latin 
America and elsewhere. The LEGADO Award is a unique recognition by MOLAA of the enduring and 
wide-spread impact of this great singer, conductor and administrator,” said Lourdes Ramos, PhD, 
MOLAA President and CEO. 
 
MOLAA Gala 2018 takes its inspiration from the drama of Opera and the heritage of Maestro Plácido 
Domingo, featuring a menu of Spanish and Mexican cuisine presented by TGIS, amid a décor of light and 
shadows. Mariachi Divas will welcome VIP Guests while musicians of the Long Beach Symphony serve as 
the musical highlight of the evening. Guest may also enjoy an After Party with live music by Son Mayor. 
 
"MOLAA is a treasure for Long Beach and our region. We have been long-time supporters of MOLAA's 
important work, and I'm honored to serve as Gala Chair on this special evening," said Richard Neri, 
Schulzman-Neri Foundation. "Placido Domingo and MOLAA, what could be a better combination?" 
 
Before and during the evening, Gala guests may further support MOLAA by bidding on Silent Auction 
items as well as Live Auction items. Silent Auction items are also available for bids online beginning on 
September 27. Items offered in the Live Auction during the Gala include: a luxury Caribbean cruise that 
includes a VIP art experience in San Juan, Puerto Rico; house tickets in New York City to La Traviata and 
in Los Angeles to El Gato Montes, where the winner will have personal, backstage interaction with 
Maestro Domingo; and dinner in the MOLAA Galleries with both the Mayor of Long Beach and the 
president & C.E.O. of MOLAA; plus artworks by Cristian Castro, Cecilia Paredes and Frank Romero. 
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Proceeds from this event will support the exhibitions and educational programs at MOLAA. For 
information about tables and sponsorship opportunities, contact Laurie Dowling at ldowling@molaa.org 
or by fax at 562.216.4190. Individual tickets and tables of ten may be purchased online and Silent 
Auction bidding is available at https://molaa.givesmart.com 
 
About the Museum of Latin American Art (MOLAA) 
The Museum of Latin American Art (MOLAA) is a nonprofit cultural institution serving the greater Los 
Angeles area and the only museum in the United States dedicated to modern and contemporary Latin 
American and Latino art. In 2007, MOLAA unveiled a renovated and expanded campus in Long Beach, 
California, designed by prominent Mexican architect, Manuel Rosen. Founded in 1996, MOLAA’s focus is 
on strengthening its collection of over 1,600 works of art and maintaining its position as a 
multidisciplinary institution providing cross-cultural dialogue. www.molaa.org   
 
About Plácido Domingo 
Plácido Domingo is a world-renowned, multifaceted artist. Recognized as one of the finest and most 
influential singing actors in the history of opera, he is also a conductor and a major force as an opera 
administrator in his role as Eli and Edythe Broad General Director of Los Angeles Opera. His repertoire 
now encompasses 150 roles, with more than 3900 career performances. He is currently starring in 
Verdi’s masterpiece, Don Carlo, at LA Opera. 

Throughout the years, Domingo has always taken an interest in mentoring young opera singers. In 1993, 
he founded Operalia, an international competition for emerging opera singers that offers these young 
artists the opportunity to perform for the impresarios, managers, casting directors, conductors and 
stage directors who will further their careers. And the Domingo-Colburn-Stein Young Artists program at 
LA Opera is one of the premier training grounds for the next generation of opera stars. 

Domingo has also been involved in various humanitarian efforts, most notably following the earthquake 
in Mexico City in 1985. He has received honorary doctorates from Oxford University and New York 
University, among numerous others, for his lifelong commitment and contribution to music and the arts. 
https://www.placidodomingo.com/us-en/biography 
 
About LEGADO Award 
LEGADO: A Legacy for the Arts is a signature award of the Museum of Latin American Art (MOLAA), 
honoring renowned Latin American and Latino artists who nurture exceptional talent of the future. 
Having made their own indelible mark, LEGADO awardees demonstrate a strong dedication to sharing 
their profound knowledge and experience with young artists. 
 

### 
Museum of Latin American Art, 628 Alamitos Ave., Long Beach, Calif. 90802 
Hours: Sun., Wed., Fri. and Sat., 11:00am – 5:00pm, Thursday, 11:00am - 9:00pm  
Admission: $10.00 General / $7.00 Students (w/ID) and seniors (65+) Members and kids under 12 Free 
Free Admission every Sunday sponsored by Target 
Info: (562) 437-1689 or www.molaa.org 
Facebook.com/MuseumofLatinAmericanArt/               Twitter.com/molaa                Instagram.com/molaaart/  
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