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THE MUSEUM OF LATIN AMERICAN ART (MOLAA) PRESENTS 
 

Its first solo exhibition of a Chicana artist  
 

JUDITHE HERNÁNDEZ: A DREAM IS THE SHADOW OF SOMETHING REAL 
 

AUGUST 11, 2018 – FEBRUARY 17, 2019 
 

(Media Preview: Thursday, August 9, 10:00am – 1:00pm) 
Artist will be available for on-site interviews during media preview. For other interview opportunities please 

contact MOLAA. 
 

Long Beach, CA - The Museum of Latin American Art (MOLAA) presents its first solo exhibition of a Chicana artist, 
Judithe Hernández: A Dream is the Shadow of Something Real, on view from Saturday, August 11, 2018 until 
Sunday, February 17, 2019. This exhibition features over twenty-five works on paper as well as early sketchbooks 
that foreshadow Hernández’s current work. The artwork and ephemera featured in this exhibition are drawn from 
the MOLAA’s collection, the El Paso Museum of Art, private collectors, and the artist’s studio and archives.  
 
Emerging from a generation of artists who defined the Chicano Art Movement on the West Coast, Judithe 
Hernández (United States, b. 1948) began her career as a member of the celebrated Los Angeles artist collective, 
Los Four. Alongside Carlos Almaraz, Beto de la Rocha, Gilbert Lujan, and Frank Romero, among others, she painted 
collaborative murals that celebrated the vitality of their shared Mexican heritage. As the only female member of 
the collective, her integration challenged the conventions of a male dominated field. To this day, Hernández 
continues to chart an unprecedented path as an artist, educator, and community leader. 
 
As a solo artist, Hernández developed a rich and intimate studio practice which paralleled her large-scale public 
art commissions. Working primarily in pastel, a medium known for its demanding qualities, Hernández’s sweeping 
renderings display her masterful draftsmanship, her bold use of color, and her poetic treatment of the figure. Her 
evocative portraits of women navigating invented landscapes—a style she has developed over the last 40 years—
are enshrouded in symbols from a vast lexicon of Western and pre-Columbian art, as well as an encrypted 
personal iconography. Presented here are those fragmented shadows the artist has stitched together from 
ancient world cultures, current events, and dreams. 
 
The exhibition presents poignant works such as La Santa Desconocida / The Unknown Saint (2017) from The 
Juarez Series, inspired by the atrocities of the Cd. Juarez femicides near her mother’s childhood home of El Paso, 
Texas. Other works examine and challenge the portrayal of women in literature and history, such as works from 
her Adam & Eve Series and the mixed-media pastel, Les demoiselles d’barrio / Maidens of the Barrio / Las damas 
del barrio (2013), a Latina feminist take on Picasso’s Les Demoiselles d’Avignon (1907). 
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A selection of ephemera from throughout the artist’s career provides additional context; photographs by the 
artist documenting the 1973 L.A. Walkouts shed light on moments in U.S. history that shaped her worldview. 
Postcards, catalogues, correspondence, and illustrations reflect the national and international reach of Chicano 
art, and her direct participation in those dialogues.  
 
A filmed interview highlighting the inspirational background and trajectory of the artist (a MOLAA production 
created exclusively for this presentation) accompanies the exhibition. All exhibition content, including wall texts, 
extended labels, and video material is accessible in English and Spanish. 
 
Judithe Hernández: A Dream is the Shadow of Something Real is organized by the Museum of Latin American Art, 
and is curated by Edward Hayes, MOLAA Curator of Exhibitions. 
 

 
 

### 
 
 
Museum of Latin American Art, 628 Alamitos Ave., Long Beach, Calif. 90802 
Hours: Sun., Wed., Fri. and Sat., 11:00am – 5:00pm, Thursday, 11:00am - 9:00pm  
Admission: $10.00 General/ $7.00 Students (w/ID) and seniors (65+) Members and kids under 12 Free 
Free Admission every Sunday sponsored by Target 
Info: (562) 437-1689 or www.molaa.org. 
 
 
 
About the Museum of Latin American Art (MOLAA) 
The Museum of Latin American Art (MOLAA) was founded in 1996 in Long Beach, California and serves the greater 
Los Angeles area. MOLAA is the only museum in the United States dedicated to modern and contemporary Latin 
American and Latino art. In 2007 MOLAA unveiled its newly renovated and expanded campus designed by 
prominent Mexican architect, Manuel Rosen. The expansion more than doubled the Museum's size adding a 
15,000 square foot sculpture garden. With its physical expansion complete, MOLAA’s focus is on strengthening its 
collection, that now numbers over 1,600 works of art and maintaining its position as a multidisciplinary institution 
providing cross-cultural dialogue.   
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