
A transformation is an event or process 
that changes someone. Transformations 
are driven by personal decisions or  
situations beyond our control. The five 
participants featured here chose to 
share their life-changing experiences 
through an exhibition. They selected  
art from MOLAA’s permanent collection 
to represent their feelings before and 
after their transformation. Use this 
guide to explore their stories and the 
artworks they selected. As you learn 
about them, ask yourself: have  
I experienced a transformation? 



Image 1

Guillermo’s transformation took place when, as a young man, he chose to escape 
small town life and join the Navy. This decision allowed him to experience new  
adventures, new people and different cultures.

Guillermo selected this photograph by Amalia Caputo to represent his newfound 
liberty. Caputo’s work talks about the challenges women face in finding freedom from 
gender stereotypes. Guillermo relates the moment he stepped out into the world with 
the woman reaching out from the cage. 

Think about it: Have you ever felt trapped? What made you feel free? 
Guillermo took a risk when he decided to leave his family to pursue his dream. 
Is there a decision you’re trying to make? The chart below may help you!

Guillermo “Willie” Quiñones
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Try This! World Traveler: Select a place you want to 
visit. Write your impressions on the postcard below 
and then draw your adventures on the front! 
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Image 2

Tatiana Parcero’s art records how 
historical and personal experiences 
have shaped her. She layers  
self-portraits with cultural and 
spiritual symbols to visually map  
out her memories and explore  
her identity. 

Rocío selected Parcero’s work to 
represent the way she felt when she 
was shot by gang members at the age 
of eight. She felt frozen and tied to 
the scene. After the shooting, Rocío 
was left paralyzed and in a wheelchair. 
She has since learned to find a 
way around perceived barriers and 
limitations. She is free.

Think about it: Parcero titled this series of photographs Re-Inventos or Reinventions. 
Rocío remade her identity after her transformation. How have you reinvented yourself 
to face a challenge?

Artists make self-portraits to explore different aspects of their 
identity. Scan the code  or visit http://bit.ly/1AgAntS to read more 
about self-portraits and learn how to make your own!

Rocío Villalobos
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Create a map of your experiences using your body. Find symbols from 
your culture or a transformative time of your life. Draw them into the 
body to create a landscape of where you found your strength, love, etc.

Try This! BODY MAP: How my experiences changed me.

SYMBOL MEANING

Energy
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Abandoned at the age of fourteen, Felicia was homeless for a year before her Aunt Sue 
intervened and took her in. This photograph by Julian Navarro expresses how Felicia 
sees her transformation as central to creating her identity. 

Navarro photographs hands holding mojos, sacks filled with items like roots and  
herbs that bring good luck, love or wealth. Mojos originated in West Africa but  
made their way to the Caribbean. Red mojos bring love. The ribbon ties the individual 
to the charm and also unites them to a larger community with shared beliefs. To  
Felicia, the bag and string represent the timeline of her life and how she presents 
herself to the world.

Image 3

Homeless in the U.S.: To learn more about the history and 
current state of homelessness in this country, scan the code 
or visit http://bit.ly/1CnkJ2n

Felicia Revero
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Lorena Mercado

Image 4

Try this! Challenges or Opportunities?

Challenging circumstances can present opportunities to learn about ourselves 
or build a new identity. On one series of blocks, write in challenges that you 
have faced. On the other, transform those challenges into opportunities by 
writing in lessons learned, or ways that you can become a better person 
through hard times.

Have you ever felt as if life was crumbling around you? Perhaps a situation or event 
overwhelmed you. How did you react?

This photograph by Alexandre Arrechea depicts  
a faceless person bearing the weight of an  
infinite number of bricks. For the artist, the  
bricks represent events or structures that  
crush the human spirit.

Though Lorena was burdened by cancer, she 
knew she had to remain strong. Through 
chemotherapy, hair loss and multiple surgeries, 
she says she never lost hope. Now that she is 
cancer free, she feels the responsibility to build 
awareness through sharing her story.

Challenges Opportunities
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Image 5

Juan’s transformation came while 
serving a ten year prison sentence. 
His actions were motivated by 
making fast cash. He soon learned 
that money could not replace the 
precious time that he lost with his 
family. He used his time in prison 
to reflect on parenthood.Eduardo 
Kingman’s painting represents the 
relationships that Juan re-established 
with his children when he left prison. A 
painter from the school of indigenism, 
Kingman depicted working class 
people of indigenous descent in 
his work. His subjects were often 
members of society, overlooked  
by the powerful.

Think about it: Many famous portraits depict well-known and important 
people. Why would some artists focus on everyday people instead?

Homeboy Industries, based in Los Angeles, is an organization that 
rehabilitates men and women formerly involved in gang activity. 
To learn more about them, scan the code or http://bit.ly/17J4HX8

Juan González
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Eduardo Kingman made many paintings of families. Draw your family below!

Try This! Family Portrait
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K E Y  T E R M S

New Words
Depict: To draw or paint an idea or subject in a picture.
Exhibition: A public presentation of art, usually held in a gallery or museum.
Gender Stereotypes: The idea that males and females should play specific  
roles or act a certain way based only on whether they are a man or woman.
Identity: How a person defines and expresses themself as an individual or  
as part of a group.
Indigenism: An art movement popular in Mexico and South America where the 
subjects were indigenous people. It was meant to refocus attention on indigenous 
populations, who were often ignored or abused in their countries.
Reinvent: To change something so much that it becomes new or to take up  
a new way of living.
Represent: To serve as a symbol for another object or idea.
Self-Portrait: A picture that an artist makes of them self.
Symbol: An object or picture that stands for something else.
Transformation: A change.
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